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2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 47-56 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



Claims 47-56 have been examined and are pending. 



2. 



Claims 1-46 have been cancelled. 



3. 



Claims 47-56 are new. 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 



4. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
3/17/2010 has been entered. 



5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 21 , 24-27, 30, 32, 33, 39, 40 and 
43-36 have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

6. Applicant's arguments, see page 5, filed 3/1 7/201 0, with respect to the objection 
to Claim 40 have been fully considered and are persuasive because Applicant has 
cancelled the claim. The objection to Claim 40 has been withdrawn. 

7. Applicant's arguments, see page 5, filed 3/1 7/201 0, with respect to the rejection 
of Claims 21 , 24-27, 30, 32, 33, 39, 40 and 43-46 under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2 have been fully 



Response to Arguments 
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considered and are persuasive. The rejection of Claims 21, 24-27, 30, 32, 33, 39, 40 
and 43-46 under 35 U.S.C. 1 12 has been withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

8. Claims 47, 49-52 and 54-56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US 2003/0046338 A1 (Runkis), and further in view of US 
2004/0225682 A1 (Murman et al.). 

As to Claims 47 and 52, Runkis discloses a method, and apparatus respectively, 
for controlling content playback related information in a network including a server, a 
playing device, and a controller, the controller being used for controlling the server and 
the playing device, the server and the playing device, the method being performed by 
the controller and comprising: 

matching a protocol and a data format between the server and the playing device 
(Runkis discloses the user requesting to continue playback of a movie which includes 
the rendering state of where the user stopped watching previously and data content 
control of where to restart the audio and video content playback services, the 
resumption information being audio and visual characteristics of playback. The fact that 
the streaming is communicated successfully indicates that protocol and data format 
must necessarily match - If [0078]; If [0208] discloses the FTP protocol is used); 
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causing the playing device matched with the server in the protocol and data 
format to receive content streamed from the server such that the content is rendered 
through the playing device (Runkis discloses the user requesting to continue playback 
of a movie which includes the rendering state of where the user stopped watching 
previously and data content control of where to restart the audio and video content 
playback services, the resumption information being audio and visual characteristics of 
playback. The fact that the streaming is communicated successfully indicates that 
protocol and data format must necessarily match - U [0078]; U [0208] discloses the FTP 
protocol is used); 

causing the playing device to transmit transport state values and rendering state 
values according to a request signal, the request signal for storing current status 
associated with playback of the streamed content, the transport state values associated 
with current streaming status of the content and the rendering state values associated 
with current rendering status of the content (Runkis, at U [0078] discloses a service 
being capable of storing the state of playback, and retrieving and rendering at a different 
location from the point in the rendering where playback was interrupted; U [0078] 
discloses the rendering state being captured for the restart of rendering at another 
location. U [0049] discloses the use of multiple PANO objects which are a superobject 
encompassing both software and hardware. If [0065] discloses that the PANO monitors, 
controls and regulates data transfers across a network. H [0073] discloses that the 
server in this PANO network is the central controller's database, wherein the user's 
preference codes are transferred as an input argument to the central controller. H [0072] 
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discloses user-generated data files being stored in a non-volatile storage medium, fflj 
[0078 and 0097] disclose that a PANO {at the playing device} sends user-generated 
data among other PANO's for purposes of controlling the user's "programming" such as 
the resumption information being audio and visual characteristics of playback); and 

causing the server to store the transport and rendering state values (Runkis at ^ 
[0072] discloses user-generated data files being stored in a non-volatile storage 
medium), 

wherein the controller (Runkis discloses central controller at U [0074]) causes the 
server (Runkis at fflf [0065 and 0091] discloses that PANO's also function as servers, or 
the central controller's database may also be a server - U [0074]) to transmit the stored 
transport state values and the stored rendering state values to be received by the 
controller (Runkis discloses the master control system controlling the sending and 
receiving of information between itself and PANO's - If [0097]; U [0065] discloses 
PANO's function as servers or display devices), 

wherein the controller causes the playing device to set the rendering state values 
received by the controller for rendering the content and to set the transport state values 
for streaming the content (Runkis at ^ [0074] discloses the central controller sending the 
user-generated data files, which include rendering states, to the PANO for display at the 
PANO where the user currently resides), 

wherein the content is streamed from the server to the playing device according 
to the set transport state values in order to be rendered in the playing device according 
to the set rendering state values (Runkis, Page 6, If [00764] discloses the retrieval of 
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playback information from the central server via data files to a second PANO; H [0208] 
discloses streaming from server to display viewer); and 

the server and the playing device (Runkis at fflf [0065 and 0091] discloses that 
PANO's also function as servers, or the central controller's database may also be a 
server - ^ [0074] ; If [0065] discloses PANO's function as servers or display devices). 

Runkis does not explicitly disclose configured in either push mode or pull mode; 
and configured in pull mode. However, Murman et al. disclose 

configured in either push mode or pull mode (Murman et al. disclose the pull 
mode or push mode is used wherein a client pulls the information needed from a server 
in the pull mode, and a server pushes the information a client needs in the push mode - 
U [0042]); and 

configured in pull mode (Murman et al. disclose the pull mode or push mode is 
used wherein a client pulls the information needed from a server in the pull mode, and a 
server pushes the information a client needs in the push mode - If [0042]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine 
configured in either push mode or pull mode; and configured in pull mode, taught by 
Murman et al., with controlling content playback related information in a network 
including a server, a playing device, and a controller taught by Runkis, in order to allow 
either a data source or destination to initiate transfer of data to be synchronized 
(Murman et al. - [0004 and 0042]). 
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As to Claims 49 and 54, the combination of Runkis and Murman et al. discloses 
the method, and apparatus of claims 47 and 52, respectively, 

wherein the transport state values are associated with an audio/video (AV) 
transport application provided by the playing device (Runkis, Page 7, If [0078] discloses 
the user requesting to continue playback of a movie which includes the rendering state 
of where the user stopped watching previously and data content control of where to 
restart the audio and video playback content services, the resumption information being 
audio and visual characteristics of playback). 

As to Claims 50 and 55, the combination of Runkis and Murman et al. discloses 
the method, and apparatus of claims 47 and 52, respectively, 

wherein the rendering state values are associated with a rending control 
application provided by the playing device (Runkis, Page 7, If [0078] discloses the user 
requesting to continue playback of a movie which includes the rendering state of where 
the user stopped watching previously and data content control of where to restart the 
audio and video playback content services, the resumption information being audio and 
visual characteristics of playback). 

As to Claims 51 and 56, the combination of Runkis and Murman et al. discloses 
the method, and apparatus of claims 47 and 52, respectively, 

wherein the transport and rendering state values are stored in the server with 
identification information for identifying the stored transport and rendering state values 
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(Runkis at ^ [0072] discloses user-generated data files being stored in a non-volatile 
storage medium identifying the user by virtue of being user-generated). 

9. Claims 48 and 53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over the combination of Runkis and Murman et al., and further in view of US 
2003/0023577 A1 (Sundius et al.). 

As to Claims 48 and 53, the combination of Runkis and Murman et al. discloses 
the method, and apparatus of claims 47 and 52, respectively, further comprising. 

The combination of Runkis and Murman et al. discloses the playing device and 
server, but does not disclose comparing the protocol and the data format between the 
[client] and the server to prepare a connection between the [client] and the server. 
However, Sundius et al. disclose 

comparing the protocol and the data format between the [client] and the server to 
prepare a connection between the [client] and the server (Sundius et al. at fflj [0014 and 
0028] disclose the protocol adaptor which allows disparate client and server protocols to 
communicate. Adapting protocol also includes adapting data format since data format is 
a function of protocol). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine 
comparing the protocol and the data format between the client and the server to prepare 
a connection between the client and the server, taught by Sundius et al., with matching 
a protocol and a data format between the server and the playing device in a globally 
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distributed environment taught by the combination of Runkis and Murman et al., in order 
to deal with a plurality of protocol in a distributed system (Sundius et al. - If [001 1]). 



Examiner Notes 



10. Applicant may wish to further define data format matching in independent form. 

11. The aforementioned recommendation(s) does not necessarily indicate allowable 
subject matter. Further search and/or reconsideration may be required depending on 
any response. The recommendation(s) is presented to assist in advancing prosecution. 
Any decision on whether the aforementioned recommendation overcomes the prior art 
will need to be determined after seeing any proposed amendments and/or arguments. 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. These were submitted in a prior Office action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to RICHARD G. KEEHN whose telephone number is 
(571)270-5007. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday, 
9am - 8pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia can be reached on 571-272-3880. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Rupal D. Dharia/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 2400 
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